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REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:02pm

THE SUPERVISOR OPENED THE MEETING WITH A MOMENT OF SILENCE IN
MEMORY OF ROBERT WALIGORA, NORMAN WANGELIN AND BARBARA SMITH

FOLLOWED BY THE PLEDGE OF ALLIEGIANCE
PRESENT

Councilman Dennis Robinson
Councilman Jesse Hrycik
Councilwoman Patricia Zurbrick
Councilman Gerald Pietraszek
Supervisor James DePasquale

ALSO PRESENT

Highway Superintendent Lee Wohlhueter
CEO John Kaotlarsz

CEO Tom Dziulko

Planning Board Chairman Walt Kammer
Asst Recreation Director Carrie DePasquale
Environmental Board Chairman Paul 1dzik
Erie County Sheriff’s Deputy Miller

DCO Michelle Zak

Town Clerk Deborah Jusiak

Waste Management Representative Blair Lakso
Resident Dennis Collins

Resident John Piasecki

Approximately 18 residents

MINUTES TO BE APPROVED

MOTION made by Councilwoman Zurbrick, seconded by Councilman Robinson, and
unanimously approved the minutes from the Regular Town Board Meeting held on March 13,
2025.

REQUEST TO BE ON THE AGENDA

Dennis Collins — Concerns about the new Waste Management (\WM) totes:

Colden resident Dennis Collins addressed the Town Board regarding his concerns about the size
and weight of the new refuse totes. He asked that a centrally located dumpster be placed in Town
for seniors and others who anticipate trouble using the large totes. Collins said some seniors with
long driveways will not recycle as it’s too much trouble. Other residents anticipated trouble with
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placement of the totes in wintertime, retrieving totes blown into ditches and asked if there were
any drawings of sheds or structures to contain the totes at the end of driveways.

DePasquale responded by asking residents to stay positive while the new system is set up.
Smaller 60-gallon totes may become available, and inquiries should be made at the Clerk’s
Office. The decision of some residents not to recycle is unfortunate but understandable.
Residents who want to erect a structure to contain totes at the end of their driveway will not be
charged a building permit fee. Supervisor DePasquale responded that the Town doesn’t have the
resources to man a dumpster. Garbage collection is weekly, and all bags must be placed inside
the tote, recycling will be picked up every other week beginning in May, and bulk pickup will be
monthly by appointment. A bulk pickup flyer will be mailed to residents shortly.

DePasquale said that during the WM contract renewal, the Board considered keeping a “two-
man” truck, but the cost increase was too high. They also considered letting residents coordinate
their own refuse pickup, but resident costs were even higher. DePasquale gave an overview of
the “wmatyourdoor” hazardous waste and electronics pickup service reporting that the Town of
Colden contributed $25/household to their yearly refuse cost.

DePasquale introduced Blair Lasko, WM’s Public Sector Representative. Lasko thanked the
Board for having him and stated that the new totes system addresses the company’s lack of
available workforce and promotes current employee safety. He also stated that many surrounding
towns have converted or will be converting to totes and most people prefer the totes once they’ve
adjusted to the new system. He said residents should contact WM if their totes need to be
replaced.

John Piasecki- Concerns about 8281 Gutekunst Rd

John Piasecki addressed the Board about a March 17, 2025, complaint he filed with the Town
concerning a home on Gutekunst Rd. He reported many unregistered “junk” vehicles and large
debris dumped on the property. He believes people are living on the second floor of the detached
garage, that it was improved without a building permit and asked about limiting the occupancy of
the parcel. Mr. Piasecki also thanked Code Enforcement for their quick response thus far and
asked to be updated about the progress of his complaint. Code Enforcement said an Order to
Remedy was issued which has not expired; the next step would be a Court appearance ticket.
Code Enforcement will determine whether they are running a business out of the house and
whether the garage was converted into living space. DePasquale asked Deputy Miller to
accompany the CEOs on their next site visit. The Erie County Sheriffs are aware of and
monitoring speeding on the road.

OLD BUSINESS
Evergreen of WNY Change of Use

The Town Board reviewed the Change of Use application for Evergreen of WNY. Supervisor
DePasquale asked if the Board had any questions or concerns with the SEQR or Change of Use
application. Councilwoman Zurbrick asked that Colden’s good neighbor policy be implemented.
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MOTION made by Councilman Pietraszek, seconded by Councilman Robinson and approved to
accept the SEQR as reviewed by the Environmental Board and for Supervisor DePasquale to
sign as lead agency. Hrycik abstained from the vote, all others in favor.

MOTION to accept the Evergreen of WNY LLC Change of Use as recommended by the
Planning Board made by Councilman Robinson, seconded by Councilwoman Zurbrick and
approved by the following vote:

Councilman Dennis Robinson - yes
Councilman Jesse Hrycik -abstained
Councilwoman Patricia Zurbrick - yes
Councilman Gerald Pietraszek - yes
Supervisor James DePasquale - yes

NEW BUSINESS
Supervisor DePasquale read the following Board of Assessment Review (BAR) Appointments:

Tammy Nuttle — Term Ends 9/30/2025

Craig Bouquin — Term Ends 9/30/2026

Jill Masset — Term Ends 9/30/2027

Keith Van Lew — Term Ends 9/30/2028

Megan Jarecki — Term Ends 9/30/2029
Alternate Robert Walker —Term Ends 9/30/2025

The Board is hoping to find another person to be an alternate member, if interested contact
Supervisor DePasquale.

MOTION made by Councilwoman Zurbrick and seconded by Councilman Hrycik and
unanimously approved the appointments to the BAR.

COMMITTEE REPORTS
SAFETY

Deputy Miller gave the following report detailing the Sheriff’s responses in Colden in March:

e 80 Calls for Service e 6 Accidents

e 55 Premise Checks e 1 Attempted Break-in

e 8 Traffic Stops e 1 Arrest

e 22 Community Policing Contacts e 13 Burglaries in Colden and Boston

Due to an increase in crimes in Colden, Miller said they are performing directed patrols in
impacted neighborhoods. He reminded residents to use cameras, yard lighting, lock doors and
cars.
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BUILDINGS
Councilman Robinson gave the following report:

The town hall front facia, soffit, and gutters will need to be repaired.

All the building exteriors have been cleaned up.

Repairs were made to the town hall bathroom fan.

All the Town hall park benches were set back up for the summer.

The carpet is all set in the gazebo.

The Colden NY sign in the back of the Town hall parking lot by the creek, is broken. The
plastic hand painted piece blew out from the wind and broke.

e Gutters and facia metal on the Senior Center need to be repaired.

Robinson said the Highway Garage security system is scheduled to be installed at the end of
April and thanked Parks Kirby, Superintendent Wohlhueter, and Planning Board Chairman
Kammer for their help with the system layout.

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT
Report for the month of March 2025 — CEO Dziulko read the following report:

8 Building Permits Issued 1 Court Appearance
10 Certificate of Compliance Issued 3 Fire Inspections
1 First Notice of Violation 1 Phone Complaints

1 Order to Remedy Violation

Dziulko reported that a home on Irish Rd was demolished, and there are many new projects
underway.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Councilwoman Zurbrick reported the following upcoming activities:

e Colden Fire Company’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt on April 19, 2025, at 11:00 am sharp
e The 68" Holland Tulip Festival is being held May 1-3

e Colden Fire Company’s Annual Mother’s Day Barbecue on Sunday, May 11, 2025

e Colden Seniors meet on the 2" Tuesday of the month at 12:00 pm, bring a dish to pass
e There will be a fundraising disc golf tournament at Kummer Park in June.

Councilwoman Zurbrick asked that the following information be added to the minutes:

Feed More Mobile Food Truck
The Feed More Food Truck Giveaway will be held on the 4" Thursday each month at the Colden
Fire Hall.
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Bread of Life Outreach and Gabe’s on the Hill Hours:
Tuesday, 10am — 4pm

Wednesday, 10am — 4pm

Thursday, 2pm — 5pm

Friday, 10am — 4pm

Saturday, 9am — 2pm

Food Pantry Hours:
Thursday, 3pm — 5pm
Saturday, 9am — 11am

DOG CONTROL OFFICER REPORT
Councilman Robinson gave the following report:

3/20/25- A Knapp Road resident called DCO to report 3 dogs that wander into his yard. The
resident will call back if it happens again and try to find out where the dogs live.

3/17/25 - 3/26/25- DCO received multiple messages and videos from a concerned Partridge Rd
resident regarding dogs being left unattended outside for long periods of time. DCO reported the
concerns to the SPCA. Officers in the Animal Cruelty Division performed a well check and the
SPCA seized the dogs due to lack of care.

DCO Zak has been calling 42 late dog registrants to have them reregister their dogs.

ENVIRONMENT
No Report

HIGHWAY AND PARKS REPORT
Superintendent Wohlhueter gave the following Highway and Park reports:
April Highway Report

e Paperwork has been submitted to receive our 2" payment from the county for plowing
their roads contracted to the town. The Superintendents and Supervisors will be
negotiating a new contract with the county coming up as this 3-year contract is expiring.

e We have been clearing fallen and damaged trees that came down during the winter and
past windstorms on the town roads and right of ways. We also got a good jumpstart
hauling our chipping stone in for the season and have that order almost filled.
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Spring road cleaning has begun. I want to stress to the residents to please be patient and
that we have a lot of spring sweeping to do especially because of the salt shortage this
winter.

Spring equipment maintenance continues. We will be pulling plow trucks apart soon and
we will thoroughly steam clean everything including pulling all brake systems apart,
clean, and lubricate everything before reassembling.

The new Freightliner truck has gone back to the dealer. They will have the frame, hood,
and cab repaired at the factory’s expense as there were many defects in the paint job that
we did not accept. I met with both the owner of the body shop and the manager of the
dealer, and this is currently being resolved.

We are in the process of ordering the road grass mower approved in the 2025 budget. It is
on source well contract and we are within the budgeted amount.

We had our annual excavator operator’s recertification training in Holland on April 4
along with several other towns.

April Parks Report

The multi-use trail is open and available to the public

The Disc Golf Course is continuing to be developed. The brush and dead fallen trees are
constantly being removed and cleaned up. The back 9 holes have already been installed
and | am currently working on the fairways. Our goal is to have everything ready for
concrete tee pads late this spring.

All Disc Golf Course Fairways have been GPS Mapped and the GPX files have been sent
to Chairman Kammer for him to use for the park grant project.

All the Soccer fields have been rolled and laid out for the 2025 season.

The Tennis courts, Basketball courts, and Pickle ball courts have been cleaned up and are
ready for the public to use.

INSURANCE REPORT

Councilman Robinson met with Hartloff Benefits Coordinator, April Hartloff to review increases
to the upcoming health insurance rates. Robinson will schedule a meeting with the employees to
discuss the increased rates and any alternatives.

LIBRARY REPORT

Councilman Hrycik reported the following upcoming library events:

West Falls Colden Library is hosting a Hawk Creek Event, a Barn Quilt Paint Class, and a Senior

Self Defense Class, call to register for all events.
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Boston Free Library is having Easter crafts & games events, a pavilion fund-raising party on
June 26, 2025, and a native plant class on May 3, 2025.

PERSONNEL

Councilwoman Zurbrick reported many Town employees attended the in-person Comp Alliance
training held in March, online training is available on Mondays at 11:00am. Employees and
volunteers should contact the Supervisor’s Office if assistance with registration is needed.

PLANNING REPORT

Councilman Hrycik reported the subjects discussed at the March Planning Board Meeting were

updates to the Town’s fees and fines, final draft storage containers recommendations, final draft
short term rental recommendations, the Walter Kummer Park grant, Heath Rd truck traffic, and

Mill Street Bridge ownership and repairs.

WATER DISTRICT REPORT
Councilman Pietraszek reporting the following March Water Report:

e Usage update: At present time consumption billed by ECWA for 02>03,

1888000gal. cost $ 7627.52+ $401.73=$ 8029.25 expenditure.
o ECWA water cost $4.22 / K

e Water usage for February — 43.5 G/M/30D

e Sent second letter to Jeremy Sittneiwski resulted in no response. Will continue
Billing estate till changes are noted.

e Continue to replace registers with T10 & meters if broken with new NexT10

e 2024 AWQR report done, posted, customers sent copy as per regulations. All
work is filed with ECWA.

e Turned valves & charted flow changes. Route 240 South running 28 G/M which
is high for # of houses. Greg placing key on all valves and looking for leak. If
we can’t find issue we will have NYRWA come in to find it.

Water Billing:
e Open Accounts as of 02/01/2025 billing:

Water Charge (220 units) $ 20312.43 (2468793 gal)
Infras + Capital Surchg $  4147.00
Arrears $ 3164.05
Total Billed Sent $ 2762348
Current Receipts to date $ 22412.48

Arears to date $ 5211.00
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RECREATION REPORT

Asst Recreation Director DePasquale reported the following:

Soccer Registration has ended, teams are being formed, and games will begin in May. A 4-week
yoga class runs until April 30, 2025, but drop-ins are welcome for $15.00/class. The April
pottery class is full, and a Defensive Driving class was held April 8, 2025, at the Colden Fire
Hall.

DePasquale asked the Board to approve McKayla Ruhland as Senior Summer Staff Employee at
$20/hr and approve the following employees at minimum wage:

Abigail Mary Jack Sobkowiak Lauren Smith
Sophia Domster Lily Beaudoin Julius Orduna
Ty Ruhland Lilly Smith Ashlyn Sellers

MOTION made by Councilwoman Zurbrick, seconded by Councilman Robinson and
unanimously approved to hire McKayla Ruhland at $20.00/hr and the employees listed at
minimum wage

RESOLUTIONS
No Report

BUDGET TRANSFER

Supervisor DePasquale asked to transfer $350.00 in 2024 Funds from A1460.4 - Records to
AT7510.4 - Historian Contractual to cover a shortage of funds from the Colden Festival.

MOTION made by Councilman Hrycik, seconded by Councilman Pietraszek and unanimously
approved to transfer $350.00 from A1460.4 to A7510.4 to complete the 2024 Budget Transfers

TOWN CLERK REPORT

Clerk Jusiak asked to set public hearings for two new proposed Local Laws and a proposed
amendment to Chapter 98 — Traffic and Vehicles. The Board set the public hearings for May 8,
2025, at 7:00pm

The Special Use Permit inspections were set for Saturday, June 7, 2025, beginning at 9:00am and
Councilman Robinson and DCO Zak will coordinate the Special Use Kennel Inspections.
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SUPERVISOR’S REPORT

Supervisor DePasquale thanked everyone for attending the meeting. He’s looking forward to
continued community involvement with the upcoming Kummer Park improvements with more
information coming this summer.

DePasquale is looking into having a representative from NYSEG come to the Colden Fire
Company to address anyone with issues with their electric bills. Residents can also call the
Clerk’s Office or Supervisor’s Office to have it investigated by the Town’s contact at NYSEG.

PAY BILLS

MOTION made by Councilwoman Zurbrick and seconded by Councilman Hrycik and
unanimously approved to pay the following bills:

General Fund 2025 Voucher #105 - #151 $26,727.26
Highway Fund 2025 Voucher #38 - #54 $29,162.34
Water District 2025 Voucher #12 - #17 $8,463.74
Lighting District 2025 Voucher #3 - #4 $3,251.37
Refuse District 2025 Voucher #3 $31,550.22
Cares Act 2025 Voucher #5 $7,400.00

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR

A resident asked about a grant the Town of Holland received to build a new salt barn. Supervisor
DePasquale said the Highway Garage doesn’t qualify for that NYS DEC grant. Another resident
expressed concern about the condition of Center Rd; Superintendent Wohlhueter said the Erie
County Highway Department will start addressing problem areas now that the blacktop plants
are open.

ADJOURN

MOTION made by Councilman Pietraszek and seconded by Councilman Robinson to adjourn
the meeting. Motion carried and

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:42 PM

Respectfully submitted,

Deborah Jusiak
Town Clerk



